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time to form up, Sidonia ran down with the wind-
ward ones and formed farther off. Howard then
led in pursuit. But seeing the capitana of the
renowned Italian galleasses in distress near Calais,
he became a mediaeval knight again, left his fleet,
and took the galleasse. For the moment that one
feather in his cap seemed better worth having than
a general victory.

Drake forged ahead and led the pursuit in turn.
The Spaniards fought with desperate courage, still
suffering ghastly losses. But, do what they could
to bear up against the English and the wind, they
were forced to leeward of Dunkirk, and so out of
touch with Parma. This was the result of the
Battle of Gravelines, fought on Monday the 29th
of July, 1588, just ten days after Captain Fleming
had rushed on to the bowling green of Plymouth
Hoe where Drake and Howard, their shore work
done, were playing a game before embarking. In
those ten days the gallant Armada had lost all
chance of winning the overlordship of the sea and
shaking the sea-dog grip off both Americas. A
rising gale now forced it to choose between getting
pounded to death on the shoals of Dunkirk or
running north, through that North Sea in which
the British Grand Fleet of the twentieth century